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Researchers develop online tool for cancer patients

27 July 2017 | News

The tool allows users to examine survival rates for people with melanoma and cancers of the colon, breast, lung,
prostate and rectum based on the age and sex of the individual.

Researchers from the University of Leicester have developed an online tool which presents a variety of measures that
quantify the survival of patients with cancer from different perspectives.

The ‘InterPreT Cancer Survival' tool is a newly developed interactive tool to help scientists, health care professionals,
patients and the public understand and interpret different statistics on cancer survival.

The tool allows users to examine survival rates for people with melanoma and cancers of the colon, breast, lung, prostate
and rectum based on the age and sex of the individual.

The measures presented in InterPreT currently only reflect aggregated national level statistics in England. Patients' individual
prognosis will differ in terms of other important disease characteristics, such as stage of cancer at diagnosis.

The interpretation of these statistics is facilitated through the use of dynamic web-based interactive graphics and clear text
descriptions, which is in contrast to existing tools which lack engagement with the user and the ability to make comparisons
to obtain a deeper insight into the different measures presented.
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