BioSpectitm

Investments key to sustain progress for eliminating neglected tropical diseases:
WHO
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Multi-sectoral collaboration and partnerships are vital
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On World Neglected Tropical Disease (NTD) Day, on 30th January, the World Health Organisation (WHO) releases a new
progress report, entitled “Global report on neglected tropical diseases 2023” highlighting the progress and challenges in
delivering NTD care worldwide, against a backdrop of COVID-19-related disruptions.

Although as many as 179 countries and territories reported at least one case of NTDs in 2021, 16 countries accounted for
80% of the global NTD burden. Around 1.65 billion people were estimated to require treatment for at least one NTD, globally.

The new progress report shows that the number of people requiring NTD interventions fell by 80 million between 2020 and
2021, and eight countries were certified or validated as having eliminated one NTD in 2022 alone. As of December 2022, 47
countries had eliminated at least one NTD and more countries were in the process of achieving this target.

The new report emphasises greater efforts and investments required to reverse delays and accelerate progress towards the
NTD road map targets by 2030. Promoting country ownership and accountability, as well as the sustainability and
predictability of financing, including more robust domestic funding, are key to achieving the NTD road map goals and
enabling countries to deliver on their commitments to provide quality NTD services to affected populations.
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