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Union Health Minister Dr Mansukh Mandaviya virtually addresses National Anti-Leprosy Day

National Strategic Plan & Roadmap for Leprosy (2023-27) and National Guidelines for Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) 
Surveillance in leprosy were released during an event to observe the National Anti-Leprosy Day, on 30th January. The theme 
of this year is “Let us fight Leprosy and make Leprosy a history”. along with launch of Nikusth 2.0 Portal.

The strategy and roadmap will aid in advancing the campaign against leprosy, to stop transmission, by speeding case 
detection efforts and maintaining a robust surveillance infrastructure. As India is progressing towards leprosy eradication, a 
need of strong AMR surveillance system is required to gear up the system. These guidelines will provide the technical 
guidance in developing and sustaining a robust surveillance system for AMR surveillance in leprosy patients.

Nikusth 2.0, also launched during the event, is an integrated portal for leprosy case management under National Leprosy 
Eradication Programme (NLEP). It will aid in efficient data recording, analyzing and reporting of the data in the form of 
indicators and a real time dashboard at centre, state and district level.

“India is making progress and new leprosy cases are declining year after year. With the whole of government, whole of 
society support, synergy and cooperation, we can achieve the target of Leprosy Mukt Bharat by 2027, three years ahead of 
the SDG”.  This was stated by Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare, Dr Mansukh Mandaviya during his video 
address at the event.

Dr Bharati Pravin Pawar, Union Minister of State said, “Our Leprosy Programme of the country strives to detect and treat 
cases as early as possible. The Welfare allowance has been raised from Rs 8,000 to Rs 12,000 to patients for their 
reconstructive surgery.”

Highlighting the achievements of the programme, she also informed that the prevalence rate of leprosy has come down from 
0.69 per 10,000 population in 2014-15 to 0.45 in 2021-22.  Further, annual new case detection rate per 100,000 population 
has come down from 9.73 in 2014-15 to 5.52 in 2021-22. 
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