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384 Drugs included in NLEM 2022; 34 new drugs added

Dr Mansukh Mandaviya, Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare launched National Lists of Essential Medicines
(NLEM) 2022, in New Delhi on 13th September.

384 drugs have been included in this list with addition of 34 drugs, while 26 from the previous list have been dropped. The 
medicines have been categorized into 27 therapeutic categories.

Speaking on the occasion, Union Health Minister stated that the “essential medicines” are those that satisfy the priority health 
care needs, based on efficacy, safety, quality and total cost of the treatment. The primary purpose of NLEM is to promote 
rational use of medicines considering the three important aspects i.e., cost, safety and efficacy. 

In NLEM, the medicines are categorized based on level of healthcare system as-     P- Primary; S- Secondary and T- Tertiary.

The National List of Essential Medicines was first formulated in 1996 and it was revised thrice earlier in 2003, 2011, and 2015.

Dr Bharati Pravin Pawar, Union Minister of State stressed on enhancing awareness regarding Antimicrobial Resistance 
(AMR) which “is emerging as a big challenge for our scientists and community and we need to create awareness in the 
society about AMR”.

Revision of NLEM 2022 has been done after constant consultation with stakeholders spanning from academia, industrialists 
and public policy experts etc., and crucial documents like WHO EML 2021.
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